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Ready Nominator One: Best Video Game Special Hugo Award Category Announced 
for 2021 

 

DisCon III, the 79th World Science Fiction Convention (“Worldcon”) announced today that 
a special Hugo Award category for “Best Video Game” will be included in the 2021 Hugo 
Awards. 

 
The Hugo Awards — the oldest and most prestigious awards in speculative fiction, 
presented first in 1953 and annually since 1955 — honor the field’s literature and media 
as well as the genre’s fans. The awards are voted on by members of each year’s 
Worldcon. 

 
“Since early 2020, many of us have spent more time gaming than we ever expected. 
This award will offer fans an opportunity to celebrate the games that have been 
meaningful, joyful, and exceptional over this past year,” DisCon III co-chair Colette 
Fozard said. “Video games draw from the same deeply creative well that has fed science 
fiction and fantasy writing and art for so many years. This innovative and interactive 
genre has brought us new ways of story-telling as well as new stories to tell and we are 
glad to honor them.” 

 
There is no permanent Hugo Award category to recognize this interactive form of 
storytelling with which so many fans of the genre create and engage. A trial Best 
Interactive Video Game Hugo Award was attempted in 2006. Since that time, science 
fiction and fantasy video games have continued to evolve and generate intense interest 
from both reviewers and the wider fan community. 

 
The DisCon III committee has chosen to create this special category for 2021 only, as 
provided for by the rules of the World Science Fiction Society. The Hugo Study Committee 
is also considering Best Game or Interactive Experience as a potential permanent 
category. 

 



An eligible work for the 2021 special Hugo award is any game or substantial 
modification of a game first released to the public on a major gaming platform in the 
previous calendar year in the fields of science fiction, fantasy, or related subjects.  

 
For these purposes, a game is defined as a work wherein player choice, interaction, or 
participation significantly impacts the narrative, play, meaning, or experience. A major 
gaming platform means that the game is available on personal computers such as 
Windows, Mac, or Linux computers (including, but not limited to, via Steam, Epic, itch.io, 
browser, or direct download), iOS, Android, Switch, PlayStation, and/or Xbox systems. 
This definition will be provided as part of the nominating and voting ballots.  

 
We wish to express our appreciation to Ira Alexandre and the Games Hugo Subcommittee 
of the Hugo Study Committee for their work in gathering the necessary data and evidence 
to support the creation of this special award. 

 
Members of CoNZealand and DisCon III as of December 31, 2020 are eligible to nominate 
works for the 2021 Hugo Awards, including for the special category Best Video Game. 
Nominations open in early 2021. Only members of DisCon III are eligible to vote on the 
final ballot. More information on the Hugo Awards is available at 
http://www.thehugoawards.org/. 

 

More information and membership registration for DisCon III are available at 
https://discon3.org/. Follow us on Twitter at @worldcon2021. 

For media releases, visit https://discon3.org/about/press-and-media/ or write to 
outreach@discon3.org. 

 
ENDS 

 

DisCon III is the third World Science Fiction Convention (Worldcon) held in Washington 
DC, USA. DisCon III will be held at the Washington Marriott Wardman Park and Omni 
Shoreham from August 25-29, 2021. Previous DC Worldcons were DisCon I in 1963 and 
DisCon II in 1974.  

DisCon III is sponsored by the Baltimore-Washington Area Worldcon Association, Inc. 
(BWAWA, Inc.), a 501(c)3 non-profit organization based in Maryland. 

 
“World Science Fiction Society”, “WSFS”, “World Science Fiction Convention”, 
“Worldcon”, “NASFiC” “Hugo Award”, the Hugo Award Logo, and the distinctive design 
of the Hugo Award Trophy Rocket are service marks of the World Science Fiction 
Society, an unincorporated literary society. 
For more information on DisCon III, Worldcon, and how to become a member of the 79th 
Worldcon, visit http://discon3.org. 


